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Is this you?

How do we 
maintain quality 
fisheries?



STEP 1:  UNDERSTAND 
CURRENT WATER QUALITY 

➢ Assess water quality
• Who, where, when, 

what?
➢ Compare against 

standards
• What are they?



Who?
• New York, DRBC, 

federal agencies, 
volunteers

Where?
• A few places

When? 
• Every 5-7 years

What?
• Bugs, temp, oxygen, 

chemicals

Assess water 
quality



NEW YORK ASSESSMENT
UPPER DELAWARE RIVER
Aquatic Life Status

Blue/green dots –

NY biomonitoring

Red – Unassessed

Green – Impaired

Orange –Threatened



DRBC and USGS
MONITORING



Compare against 
standards 

➢ What are they? 
➢ How were they set? 
➢ Can you change them?



NEW YORK CLASSIFICATIONS
UPPER DELAWARE RIVER

AA – drinking water with 

disinfection

A – drinking water with 

more treatment

B – swimming and boating

C – fishing, swimming and 

boating may be limited

T – trout waters

TS – trout spawning waters

C(TS)

AA(T)
B(T)

A(T)

A(T)

C



STEP 2: PROTECT THE 
CURRENT WATER QUALITY

How?
• Awareness about most sensitive uses
• Identify and reduce threats



MOST 
SENSITIVE 
USES

Drinking water sources
Cold water fish

Swimming holes



IDENTIFY AND 
REDUCE THREATS

➢ Quarries
➢ Construction sand processing
➢ Seasonal use properties –

campgrounds, resorts
➢ Road system – runoff, maintenance, 

road salt



PATH TO 
PROTECTION
➢ Sourcewater protection
➢ Road salt strategy
➢ Quarry strategy
➢ Seasonal wastewater 

management
➢ Septic upgrades
➢ Maintain high quality = 

economic development



Thanks
Grateful for the 

opportunity…
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