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Water is Life
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Water is Unique







“All the water that will 
ever be is, right now.” 
– National Geographic



“The water that you 
touch is the last of 
what has passed and 
the first of that which 
comes.” 
― Leonardo da Vinci 
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Water is a System
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The entire river system 

continuously integrates 

physical gradients and 

geology as the river flows 

from headwaters to 

mouth. 
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Water is Challenging
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OBSOLETE BARRIERS
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The Challenges What We Strive For



People

Equally complex are the human 
settings for water.

A plethora of silos associated 
with governances, policies, 
regulations representing the 
interests of local, state, 
indigenous, and federal 
stakeholders.
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Water Has Consequences
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Freshwater Species Decline: 1970-2010
Source: WWF, Living Planet Index – D, 2014
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20%*

80%
Waterbodies do not 
meet standards for 

nitrogen and 
phosphorous.

In an average year, 
water bodies do not 
have sufficient water 

for people and 
nature at key times 

of the year.

Natural disasters are 
water related

New York’s
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What We Strive For

RESTORED 
RIVER 
CONTINUITY

SOLAR AND WIND ENERGY

IMPROVED GRADING PRACTICES

REGENERATIVE 
AGRICULTURE

RIVER FLOODPLAIN 
RESTORED

RIPARIAN BUFFERS

LIMIT FLOOD RISK
RECOVERED 
BIODIVERSITY

The Challenges



Thank You!


